Representation of the Heinrich Boell Foundation is pleased to announce the third edition of the "Small Grants" contest, as part of the "Women's politics and women's empowerment in Central European Countries" program.

Applications for subsidies will be accepted from NGOs from Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, which, through their activities, contribute to the improvement of the economic or political position of women, and thus help equalize the status of men and women.

In 2005, grants will be offered for initiatives whose aim is to:

· increase the participation of women in economic activities, and especially in decision making processes 

· activate women on the labor market

· widen women’s economic knowledge and knowledge of the principles of the European Union and how it functions, and about EU instruments which help develop gender equality in the economic sphere

· increase  women’s participation in the political sphere, especially in decision making processes

· activate women to participate in political processes 

Applications will be evaluated by the Contest Commission. Decisions of the Commission will be final. 

Special attention will be given to innovative projects in which there is cooperation between different  NGOs, or to those which cooperate with central or local governments.

Geographical range

Activities subsidized by "Small Grants" can be realized by NGOs from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland.
Duration of the projects

All projects must be realized between 1 July 2005 and 30 November 2005. Financial and content-related reports in German or English must be sent to the address of the Heinrich Boell Foundation Office by 15 December 2005.

Amount and conditions for receiving subsidies

The maximum amount of a single grant is 4000 EUR.

Heinrich Boell Foundation's Small Grants funds may finance the entire cost of a project or part of the cost (no financing from other sources is necessary).

The entire cost of the project will be subsidized from “Small Grants” in the following way:

· the rewarded organization will receive the first instalment, which is 75%, of the entire grant after signing of cooperation agreement

· the final instalment of the grant will be transferred after (1) the organization has submitted, by 15 December, the final financial and content-based report about how the project was carried out, and (2) after the Heinrich Boell Foundation has accepted both reports.
Applications for subsidies for joint projects realized by several organizations, will also be accepted. Only one of the organizations shall apply for a joint project grant.  

A single organization can submit only one application to the Small Grants contest.

Funds obtained from the Small Grants contest cannot be used for financing the activities of individuals.

Funds obtained from the Small Grants project cannot be used for durable investments, except those which are necessary for the realization of the project.

All planned purchases must be well justified in the application and be necessary for the realization of the project.

Partners organizations of Heinrich Boell Foundation may not apply for this contest.

Types of projects:

Single events, such as conferences, seminars, workshops, training sessions, publications. We will give special consideration to projects that exhibit innovation.

Language of the projects

Please submit applications from Poland in Polish and either German or English; from the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic in either German or English (these will also be the required languages in financial and content-based reports).

Deadline for submitting applications:

29 April 2005, 5 P.M (17:00) – applications must be at the office of the Heinrich Boell Foundation by this hour (see address below). If possible, send applications earlier to this 
e-mail address: small.grants@boell.pl  However, only applications with a complete set of attachments, printed and sent by registered mail will be officially considered in HBS's Small Grants contest. 

Results will be announced on 2 June 2005. 

Contact information:

Representation of the Heinrich Boell Foundation

Ul. Podwale 13 room 210

00-252 Warszawa

phone: 48/22/831 63 56, 48/22/635 32 67 

e-mail: small.grants@boell.pl 

